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SUBJECT:  Uoviet Capabilities with Respect to Japun in the Light of U8
Coru:itment in Korea

1. The USSR has the military capability of mountin:, transporting, ond
logistically supporting u waterborne attuacic on Japan with: ten to cleven divisions
(11,000 men per division). There is in the Far East 2 sufficient bomber force for
large~scale air uttack on Japan. It is uncertain, however, whether the surfuace
vessels of the Soviet naval forces in the Far Bast cun rive adesuate naval sup;ort
for an amphibious operation against Japan,

2. lo effort has been rade tu estiate Soviel intenticns resarding the manner

. or extent ¢f the employment of those cupabilities nor has consideration Leen iven

to the rejuirements of such other Soviet operations us mirht accompany an assault
arainst Japan. Neither has consideration been wiven to the extent and effectivune
of probable US counteraction, :

1. Soviet Forees in the Far bast.

a. Ground forces.

- The Soviet rround forces in the Far sast total 467,000 men, organized in
32 divisibns. In addition, tlere are about 57,000 VD trcops, corganized along.
military lines. The nain trcop concentrations (16 to 1€ divisicns) are near ports
in the followins areas: (1) Vladivestok, (2) Port irthur-Dairer, (3) Sakhalin, (4)
the Kuriles, and (5) Kamchatka-Chukotski Peninsulas, The remainins 12 to 15
divigions are dispoused alon” the Trans-Siberian railroad in garrison areas,

E“ Air EQEEEE«'
The Soviets are estimated to have disposed in the Far Last = total of
55300 aircralt, assigred to the 9th, 10th, and 12tk tactical air ariies lczated in
the Far mast, Maritime, and Traznsbocikal Pilitary Divisions; the 3rd lons rance dir
army located at Khabarovsk, and the 5th and 7th Facilic Fleet located in the ¥ar
ZJast and Maritime UD's. . lrezkdown of the Soviet oir ‘order of battle in the

.

Far iast is 4s follous:

Note: Tiris remcrandus has not been coordinated with the intellirence
erpanizations of the Departmonts of state, army, Mavy, and the

Force, Dooument No.
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‘Fighter

“Attack

Light Bomber
BRomber (LRAF) = -
Transport
Reconnaissance

Total'

althourh the 3rd lon;-rdnye air drmy contains an estimated 1 400 btomber
aircraft, no voviet TU-4's (Soviet F=29's) have been reported oreratlongl in any
of the reciments. It 1is possible, however, that some portion of the total number
of TU-4's estimated to te currently operaticnal in the USSR may now be in the -
far Bast. It is zlso possible that all TU-4's dVPlldble in the USSR could be moved

on short notice to bases in the Far Kkast.

The Soviet Air Forces have a variety of bomber-type aircraft in the
Far East which are currently operational. The most current air order of battle
lists an estimated 944 licht bombers assigned to units in the Far East, nct
including the eizhteen regiments of the third long-range air army. It is readily
seen, therefore, that there exist in the Far kast sufficient bomber aircraft of
the Soviet air korces to provide the capablllty for air attacx arainst Japan on
a large scale, ’

C. Naval’Forces.

~ Soviet lNaval forces in. the Far East are orpanized into two fleets, Lhe
5th based at_Vladlvostok and the 7th. based thSoyetskdya Gavan. No information
concerning the assignmeﬁt of vessels to fleets in this area has been confirmed..

The ships assigned to the Far East Fleet are as follows:

Type Nuzber
Heavy Cruiser (CA) 2
Lisht Cruiser (CL) 1
Destroyer (oY 15

0ld Destroyer (ODD) 2
Corvette (nC) 10
Destroyer kscort (DE) 2
‘Submarine  (5S) ' 79
Minor Combatant Vessels 453
Naval Auxiliaries 29
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2. Losistical Capabilities.

a.. Capabilities for “aterborne Transport.

_ The USSR has sufficient logistical carabilities to initiate and suprort

a waterborne attack on Japan with 1C to 11 divisions of 11,000 men per division,
including equipment and supplios. ‘he major Soviet-controlled ports in MNorth -
Korea, the laritime Province, and Sakhalin have a combined daily loading capacity
of at least 55,000 long tons. The ports of lanchuria and North China have an
approximately egual capacity. This is more than reguired to support a force of 10
to 14 divisions. ‘ '

Japanese ports on the island of llonshu faciny the Sea of Japan are of
limited capacity, totalling approximately. 12,000 tons per day. . This is inadequate
for the initial attack by 10 to 11 divisions and would force the utilization of
ports on Hokaido and the Pacific Coast of lonshu, both of which have ample capacity.

b. (Capabilities for Land Transport.

The present stockrile of materiel in the Soviet Far East is estimated to
be sufficient for the initial attack, and the capacity of the Trans-Siterian
railroads together with this stockpile, is sufficient to maintain an operation of
the magnitude previcusly noted. '

c. Capabilities for air Transport.

- The total soviet airlift capuacity im:ediately available is sufficient to
move three airborne brigades using 1,000 LI-2 transport planes. Fossibly a
maximum of five airborne brigades, if planned ih advance, could be moved by meuns
of 1,400 transport planes, This would be possible without gliders but if gliders
(K-20) were used, the figures would be increased by one airtorne brigade in each .-
case., uithout gliders the combat radius is 525 nautical miles--with rliders it
would be 400 nautical miles. Each airborne brigade consists of 4,200 men with all
equirment except 1i ht tanks, There are believed to be 1,000 transport plzanes in
reserve in the USSR for which crews would have to be assembled and conditioning
undertaken, ’




